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 A program through the Lorain County Domestic Relations Court providing Volunteer Guardians ad Litem for Abused, Neglected and Dependent Children.  Lorain County Justice Center, 2nd Floor. 225 Court St.  Elyria, OH 44035. (440) 329-5158 www.vfclc.org
Letter from Tim – August 2010

“WELCOME ON BOARD - TRACI STAMCO”
Traci will begin taking over Cindy’s position as of 8-2-2010.  Her number will be the same as Cindy’s (329-5197).  For now, she will continue to use Cindy’s email address (cindy@vfclc.org).  Traci is very eager to begin her new position and is a little nervous in learning various things that Cindy has done the past 9 years.  Traci is married and has two children ages 11 and 15.
Therefore, when you come into the office, stop by and greet Traci or maybe even give her a call to introduce your self.  Traci is responsible for assigning cases to all the guardians and assisting you with your cases.  It will take some time for Traci to know everyone’s name and faces, so please be patient and when you hear someone calling to ask you if you can take a case, it will be Traci.  Let us all welcome Traci and help her adjustment.
I cannot believe it is already August.  Where did June and July go!  August is a month that will provide everyone an opportunity to get your 3 Hours of Continuing Educational Training in order to remain certified as a Guardian going into 2011.  You will see various options regarding morning-afternoon, evening and Saturday morning sessions.
In addition, we will have Informational Booths at the Oberlin Family Fun Fair on August 7, 2010 and at the Lorain County Fair on August 23 thru 29, 2010 in Wellington.  This is our time to begin recruiting for new guardians.   In late August through September, 2010 we will begin interviewing for new guardians for our Fall Class in October.  WORD OF MOUTH:   Please help us in telling someone you may know about becoming a guardian and direct them to our Webpage (www.vfclc.org) to read more about us and fill out an application
As always I say thank you all for your commitment and dedication to the children you serve and role you take within our program as Guardian ad Litem.   I appreciate you all and so thankful for your work.  Without you we would have no program for the children.
WWW.VFCLC.ORG:  Please visit our site to see updated information on Training Opportunities – Court Report Formats – Community Resources – Monthly Updates.  

Continuing Educational Training / In-Service Training Opportunities
Saturday Morning Session 
New IEP (Individual Educational Plan) Process – Anthony President

August 21, 2010 (Saturday) / 9:00am – 12:00pm ***(3hrs)***
Lorain County Adm. Bldg.  4th Floor 226 Middle Avenue  Elyria.

Park in garage behind the Adm. Bldg. on Third St.

Speaker:  Anthony President
This is an excellent opportunity to learn about all the new procedures and processes in regards to assessing, planning, evaluating and ensuring children with special needs are being addressed correctly.
***REGISTRATION OPTIONS***

*TELEPHONE/VOICE MAIL:  (440) 329-5307
*FAX MACHINE:  (440) 329-5378                                                                       

*E-MAIL:  dollyserrano@childrenservices.org *WEBSITE:www.childrenservices.org                             

Call Ed Wacker at 329-5158 / Email:  edwacker@vfclc.org
Future Saturday Morning In-Service Dates and Times

       Saturday, Sept. 11, 2010           Change Can Be Great
       Saturday, Oct. 9, 2010                Let’s All Just Get Along
       Saturday, Nov. 13th, 2010        Successful Trans-Cultural Parenting
       Saturday, Dec. 11th, 2010          Grief and The Foster Family

Again all classes are from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
AUGUST 2010 CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL/IN-SERVICE
EVENING TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
**DOOR OPEN AT 5:45 & CLOSE AT 6:05P.M.**

	LCCS SPONSORED TRAINING SESSIONS

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2010
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm (2 hours)

Communicable Diseases- DEHL

Lorain County Children Services

Ann Forster
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Saturday, Aug. 21, 2010

9:00 am – 12:00 pm (3 hours)

IEP – PROCESS - K

Lorain County Children Services

Anthony President

	Date:

Time:

Topic:
Location:

Speaker:
	Thursday, Aug. 5, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm ( 3 hours)

Home Invasion: Overcoming Media Madness- L

Lorain County Children Services

Anthony President
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Monday, Aug. 23, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Common Mental Health - K
Lorain County Children Services

Jeff Neal

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker
	Monday, Aug. 9, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Humor For Harried Times- DG

Lorain County Children Services

Tyrone White
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	All Sessions located at the 

Lorain County Administration Bldg.

225 Middle Ave.  Elyria, OH 44035

4th Floor.

Please park in garage attached to

Bldg. off 3rd St.

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Trainer:
	Wednesday, Aug. 11, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Caring For Children Who Have Been Sexually Abused – H

Christina Harper
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	

	Date:

Time:

Topic:
Location:

Speaker:
	Tuesday, Aug. 17, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 (3 hours)

Fostering Physical & Emotional Health For The Caregiver-ADE

Lorain County Children Services

Kathleen Lowery   
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	


****PLEASE REMEMBER TO REGISTER AT LEAST 48 HOURS BEFORE THE START OF EACH TRAINING SESSION; IF WE NEED TO CANCEL THE CLASS FOR WHATEVER REASON, WE WILL CONTACT YOU AT THE PHONE NUMBER YOU LEAVE AT REGISTRATION.  MAKE SURE YOU REGISTER ON TIME. LEAVE A PHONE NUMBER AND TIME TO REACH YOU.
***REGISTRATION OPTIONS***

*TELEPHONE/VOICE MAIL:  (440) 329-5307
*FAX MACHINE:  (440) 329-5378                                                                       

*E-MAIL:  dollyserrano@childrenservices.org *WEBSITE:www.childrenservices.org                             
Call Ed Wacker at 329-5158 / Email:  edwacker@vfclc.org
August2010 through December 2010  Morning – Afternoon Continuing Educational/In-Service Training Session
Opportunities
These are free training opportunities for you to attend in order to enhances one’s professional development and to enhance the lives of Lorain County’s Children.  

All training sessions are held at:  The Spitzer Conference Center.  Lorain County Community College.  1005 N. Abbe Rd.  Elyria, OH 44035

To register online go to:  www.childrenservices.org
Click on “Training Registration to access the trainings.  Simply go the calendar and select the month and date of the session and type in the requested information.  It is very simple to do and one can register way in advance to make sure you get a spot.

If you do not have internet access, one may call:

Ed Wacker at 329-5158 or Deb Tyras at 329-5774 to get signed up.   
Below is the listing of various training sessions provided now through December 2010: There are four sessions for only 3 HRS
Borderline Personality Disorder: Serious Risk Factors in Parents Monday, Aug. 02, 2010   8:45 AM - 4:15 PM with Janice Morabeto
Supervision: Balancing Acts – Monday, Aug. 9 2010 – 8:45am – 4:15pm Hrs. with Stacy Simera 

Health Precautions for Caseworkers During Home Visits – Tuesday, August 10, 2010 from 8:45am to 4:15pm with Ronna Johnson
Crack and Heroin: Impact on Families; Impact on Child Protection; Impact on Community Monday, Aug. 16, 2010 8:45 AM - 4:15 PM with Patty Harrelson
Dynamics of Domestic Violence  Tuesday, Aug. 24, 2010 8:45 AM - 12:00 PM with Marilyn Zeidner and Meg MacIntyre from Genesis House ***(3HRS) ***
Ready for Anything!  Assertiveness and Negotiation Skills – Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2010.  1:00pm to 4:15pm. with Kim Langley ***(3 HRS)***
Ethical Dilemmas and Focus – Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2010 – 8:45am to 4:15pm with Lynn Johnston
Laying the Tracks for Effective Communication – Thursday, Sept. 2, 2010 – 8:45am to 4:15pm with Lynn and Ruby Johnston

Take My Advice: Guidelines for Assessing and Advising Parents – Monday, Sept. 20, 2010– 8:45am to 4:15pm with Jody Johnston-Pawel

Managing Attitude: The How-To’s of Happiness – Monday, Sept. 27, 2010 8:45am to 4:15pm with Kim Langley
It Can Happen To You?  Managing Tragedy – Tuesday, October 5, 2010 8:45am to 12:00pm with Beth Marcellino ***(3 HRS)***
Crack and Heroin: Impact on Families; Impact on Child Protection; Impact of Communty.  Friday.  October 8, 2010.  9:00am to 4:00pm with Patty Harrelson
Working with Angry and Irate People – Oct. 13, 2010 – 8:45am to 4:15pm with Dan Elliott 

A.M. The 3 R’s of Ethics: Recognition, Resolution and Response.  October 18, 2010 8:45am to 12:00pm with Stacy Simera *** (3 HRS) ***
Teaming With The Aggressive Client   November 15, 2010 8:45amto 4:15pm. With Anthony President.

But Words Can Always Hurt Me: The Impact of Emotional Abuse on Children – Monday, Nov. 22nd  8:45am to 4:15pm with Brian Bethel

Diagnosis ADD / HD:  Now What?  Thursday, December 9, 2010.  8:45am to 4:15pm. With Kim Langley.
BPD: Effective Treatment with the Impossible Client Monday, Dec. 13, 2010 
8:45 AM - 4:15 PM with Dr. Joseph Shannon
* Please make Ed aware (329-5158) if you have received training within your own employment, schooling, community, etc, this year.  That way Ed can determine if the training is relevant and can be used as part of your 3 Hours.  One can email Ed (edwacker@vfclc.org), fax (328-2371) or mail a copy of a certificate if you have one as well. *    

*Remember all you need to do to remain certified as a guardian for the children is to attain 3 hours of In-service Training during calendar year 2010.

Upcoming Events - 2010

· August 7, 2010:  Oberlin Family Fun Fair.  10am-4pm (Informational Booth) Oberlin * Please call Ed at 329-5158 if you like to sit at our booth.
· August 23-29, 2010:  Lorain County Fair (Information Booth) Wellington * Please call Ed at 329-5158 if you would like to sit at our booth*
· September, 2010: Quarterly GAL-Staff Meeting (TBD)

· September 17-19, 2010:  Elyria Apple Festival (Informational Booth) Downtown Elyria

· September 26, 2010: 2nd Annual Golf Outing (Moss’ Fundraiser) Brentwood- Grafton

· September 30- October 2, 2010:  Ohio CASA Statewide Conference.  Columbus, OH 
· October 1, 2010:  4th Annual KATwalk (Fundraiser) Kappa Alpha Theta – Case Western

· October 9, 16, 23, and 30, 2010: Fall 2010 Pre-Service Training Classes - New Guardians

· December, 2010:  Quarterly GAL-Staff Meeting
Things to Remember in your Role as a Guardian as outlined by GAL 48
· Visit and interview the child (at least once outside the presence of the caregiver)
· Observe the child with each parent, foster parent or guardian

· Interview other individuals ( relatives, teachers, counselors) with relevant information

· Review relevant documents and records (Court, Children Services, School, Medical, etc.)
· Always ask the child or children by themselves, if age appropriate, what they would like to see happen
· Observe an visitation with the child and parent(s) if the child was removed
· Submit your court reports within proper time frames

· Attend your scheduled court hearings

· Be prepared to testify if your case is set for a contested court hearing regarding the information stated above 

· Try your best to submit your monthly updates to staff – see webpage
Most of you are doing an excellent job as it pertains to your roles and responsibilities as a guardian within our program.  Your commitment never goes unnoticed by me.  In order for each of us to be credible and be able to advocate for the best interest of the children and for each of us to be heard by the court we must do our best to perform the required duties as outlined above.  

Remember to always call me 329-5556 or Ed 329-5158 or Traci 329-5197 if you need help or assistance with your case, court report, monthly update, training, etc.
