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 A program through the Lorain County Domestic Relations Court providing Volunteer Guardians ad Litem for Abused, Neglected and Dependent Children.  Lorain County Justice Center, 2nd Floor. 225 Court St.  Elyria, OH 44035. (440) 329-5158 www.vfclc.org
Letter from Tim – April 2010
Hello to you all.  It is spring but the warmth in the air feels like summer.  What a beautiful Easter Weekend we had.  I hope you and family had a great and happy Easter!  I love when then the flowers start blooming, the leaves come out in the trees, the birds are chirping, it is sort of like a rebirth. 
I am now back from my vacation and getting back into the swing of things.  We have a lot of events coming up for this spring and summer as well as training opportunities.  We have been busy with our court hearings and we continue to get new cases.  I thank all of you whom have recently picked up a new case.  Please remember to give Cindy a call at 329-5197 if you like a new case.  I appreciate that very much in advance.
Perseverance

“Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent. The slogan "press on" has solved and always will solve the problems of the human race”
"If I had to select one quality, one personal characteristic that I regard as being most highly correlated with success, whatever the field, I would pick the trait of persistence. Determination. The will to endure to the end, to get knocked down seventy times and get up off the floor saying. "Here comes number seventy-one!" Richard M. Devos
Don't be afraid to give your best to what seemingly are small jobs.  Every time you conquer one it makes you that much stronger.  If you do the little jobs well, the big ones will tend to take care of themselves.  ~Dale Carnegie
I thank each and every one of you who continue to stay on task, commit yourself to the role of a guardian to the children you serve and advocate for and never quit or give up.  Perseverance and a good attitude is a great recipe for success.  I am so proud to work with all of you, knowing we are doing our best to stay on track and help the children to the best of our abilities.  The children need us.  I thank you all for your perseverance.
Spring 2010 Pre-Service Training Class Graduates

I wanted to make everyone aware that on March 27, 2010 Judge Basinski swore in 21 new guardians ad litem to our program at our Graduation Session.  Therefore, I wanted to thank the following graduates for joining our family and our efforts in serving the children and introduce and welcome them to all of you current guardians:  

Haungel Bonds, Nancy Borgia, Colleen Carney-Poalson, Cynthia Castro-White, Rachael Couchey, Jacqueline Dover, Amanda Dubiel, Kimrey Elzeer, Martha Frazier, Angelina Garica, Margaret Garcia, Stefani Gould, Sheri Leslie, Vernita Newson, Pamela Paskvan, Pinkie Rhinehart, Susan Smink, Belinda Tyma, Kristen Weishar, Deidre Wilson and Dawn Younce.
As time progresses, we hope to assign a case to each of them.  This was a great group of individuals with a wealth of experience that I know will assist them in their new role as a guardian for the children.

In-Service Training Opportunities (3Hrs)
I have attached the In-Service Training sheet for the month of April 2010 that is provided through Children Services.  There are 9 different sessions and topics to choose from that total 30 hours of training.   * Please remember everyone needs to get three (3) hours of In-Service Training within the calendar year 2010 as required from the Supreme Court (House Rule 48).  

APRIL TRAINING SCHEDULE

**DOOR OPEN AT 5:45 & CLOSE AT 6:05P.M. **

	LCCS SPONSORED TRAINING SESSIONS

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Monday, April 5, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Opening The Door To Independent Living-O
Lorain County Children Services

Brian Lowery
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Saturday, April 24, 2010

9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 hours)

Let’s All Just Get Along - D
Lorain County Children Services

Jordana Shakoor-Anderson

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:
Speaker:
	Wednesday, April 7, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Helping Children With Feelings Before & After Visits-D E

Lorain County Children Services

Kim Langley
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic

Location:

Speaker:
	Tuesday, April 27, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

SOS: Signs of Abuse –B C
Lorain County Children Services

Anthony President

	Date:

Time:

Topic:
Location:

Trainer:
	Monday, April 12, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Impact of Adoption On Birth Children- AFG
Lorain County Children Services

Angela Avery-Irby
	
	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Thursday, April 29, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Street Drugs – A J
Lorain County Children Services

Tyrone White

	Date:

Time:

Topic:
Location:

Speaker:
	Wednesday, April 14, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Adolescents Who Sexually Offend – OH

Lorain County Children Services

Christina Harper
	
	:
	

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker:
	Tuesday, April 20, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Behavioral Management Pt. 1 –E

Lorain County Children Services

Brian Lowery
	
	
	

	Date:

Time:

Topic:

Location:

Speaker
	Thursday, April 22, 2010

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (3 hours)

Behavioral Management Pt. 2 – E

Lorain County Children Services

Brian Lowery
	
	
	


****PLEASE REMEMBER TO REGISTER AT LEAST 48 HOURS BEFORE THE START OF EACH TRAINING SESSION; IF WE NEED TO CANCEL THE CLASS FOR WHATEVER REASON, WE WILL CONTACT YOU AT THE PHONE NUMBER YOU LEAVE AT REGISTRATION. IF WE HAVE TO CANCEL A TRAINING DUE TO LOW REGISTRATION NUMBER, THE CLASS WILL BE CANCELED AT LEAST 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE.  OTHER ISSUES CAN CAUSE A CANCELATION, SO MAKE SURE YOU REGISTER ON TIME. LEAVE A PHONE NUMBER AND TIME TO REACH YOU.
***REGISTRATION OPTIONS***

*TELEPHONE/VOICE MAIL:  (440) 329-5307
*FAX MACHINE:  (440) 329-5378                                                                       

*E-MAIL:  dollyserrano@childrenservices.org *WEBSITE: www.childrenservices.org                             

Improving Outcomes for students with Disabilities via the New IEP Process

Please consider attending this additional In-Service Training Session on April 28, 2010 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm at the Lorain County Community College Spitzer Conference Center on 1005 North Abbe Rd. in Elyria.  Dr. Christie Palumbo and Kari Foreman from ESC will be presenting this presentation on the IEP Process.
Please call Ed at 329-5158 or email him at edwacker@vfclc.org if you would like more information and how to get signed up.  In addition, please make Ed aware if you are going to attend one of the Children Services training classes.   This allows Ed to keep a track of everyone’s training hours and to ensure the training certificates are placed in your file.  All you need is just 3 hours and you are done for the year!  Thanks for your understanding and cooperation. 
Rally for Kids
The VFC Board of Directors along with Blessing House and Children Services will be sponsoring this annual event to promote Child Abuse Awareness.  There will be over 20 different programs and agencies in Lorain County at this event who will be sharing information at their individual informational booth about their programs and services they provide to children and families. 

The Rally will be held on April 24, 2010 at the Midway Mall in Elyria from 12:00pm to 5:00pm.  We will have an informational booth set up.  If anyone would like to set at our booth, please call Ed and let him know.  Staff and Board Members and Guardians will be there throughout the day.  Please stop by and say hi if you happen to be in the area.  I would love to see everyone if possible on that day,   
Two Days in May – Conference on Victim Assistance
Ohio Attorney General’s Office – Ohio CASA
May 24-25, 2010 – Columbus, OH
The Voices for Children Board of Directors have agreed to sponsor up to 10 guardians to attend this year’s annual conference.  I have attached the entire Registration Booklet for all of you to review.  This is conference that offers various workshops that covers variety of topics that are related to what we do.  This is another opportunity for some of you to get your required in-service training hours for the year.

If you would like to attend, please email me back.  I will be taking all names down while keeping a head count.  I would like to have those of you whom have not yet taken your three (3) hours of in-service training this year to have the first shot to attend.  However, you can still submit your interest in going. ** Please try to respond to me as soon as possible.** Once I hear from everyone who would like to go, I will get back with you and have you do the following:

Fill out the Registration Form that is in the attached booklet.  The form will ask for your name and personal information.  The registration fee is $50.00 (the Board will reimburse you for the total cost).  There is a second sheet of the registration form that will ask you to mark down what workshops you would like to attend. 
Please write the check out to Treasurer of State and attach it to your registration forms.  Then mail everything to the address provided on the form.  I will reserve up to 5 hotel rooms (Hyatt Regency), which connect to the Public Convention Center where the conference will be held.  The Board will cover all hotel costs.  I will be attending and taking a county vehicle with me, so some of you can actually ride down with me.

** Please do not submit anything until you hear back from me after I take a couple of weeks to hear from everyone and provide everyone a chance to respond. **
Thank You for Your Service
